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Commission Meeting recordings, with agenda items linked to corresponding audio, can be found on the 

Port’s website at:  https://www.portofkennewick.org/commission-meetings-audio/ 

Commission President Skip Novakovich called the Special Commission Meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. via 

GoToMeeting Teleconference.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND ROLL CALL 

The following were present: 

Board Members: Skip Novakovich, President (via telephone) 

Kenneth Hohenberg, Vice President (via telephone) 

Thomas Moak, Secretary (via telephone) 

Staff Members: Tana Bader Inglima, Deputy Chief Executive Officer (via telephone) 

Larry Peterson, Director of Planning (via telephone) 

Amber Hanchette, Director of Real Estate and Operations (via telephone) 

Nick Kooiker, Chief Finance Officer (via telephone) 

Lisa Schumacher, Special Projects Coordinator 

Bridgette Scott, Executive Assistant (via telephone) 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
Commissioner Hohenberg led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
No comments were made.   

BENTON COUNTY RURAL COUNTY CAPITAL FUNDING 
A. Interlocal (Disbursement) Agreement with Benton County

Mr. Kooiker stated Port staff has been working on the hangar rehabilitation project for a few years

and the Port received notice that the Benton County Rural County Capital Funds (RCCF) grant

committee is recommending that Benton County fully fund that request.  The Disbursement

Agreement before the Commission is considered an Interlocal Agreement, which must be brought

to Commissioners.

Ms. Bader Inglima gave a brief history of the hangar project RCCF application and stated the

Commission asked staff to pursue the RCCF application to create vibrancy at the southern gateway

entrance of Vista Field. Legal counsel for both organizations have reviewed and approved the

document as to form and this is the next step in the process.  The RCCF grant committee is

recommending to the County Commissioners to fully fund that project; and Mr. Arntzen and Mr.

Peterson will present the hangar rehabilitation project to the Benton County Commission on

February 7, 2023.
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Commission and staff discussion ensued regarding the RCCF application and the hangar 

rehabilitation project.  Mr. Peterson stated if the County Commission approves the RCCF 

application, the Port will enter into contracts with CKJT and Parametrix for design and permitting 

process.    

Commissioner Novakovich inquired if the Port will have enough cash flow. 

Mr. Kooiker stated the Port budgeted $3,300,000 and the disbursement agreement is for 

$3,400,000.  Mr. Kooiker stated the County is very quick in their reimbursements and the Port has 

enough cash flow. 

MOTION:  Commissioner Hohenberg  moved to approve Resolution 2023-01, adopting the Interlocal 

(Disbursement) Agreement with Benton County related to the Vista Field Southern Gateway 

Transformation Project; and authorize the Port’s Chief Executive Officer to execute this Interlocal 

Agreement; and all documents as necessary to implement the project for the benefit of the port district; 

Commissioner Moak seconded.   

PUBLIC COMMENT 

No comments were made. 

Discussion:  

Commissioner Moak thanked staff and the contractors who have worked on this project over the 

past several years and believes it will make a great addition to southern gateway. 

Commissioner Hohenberg echoes Commissioner Moak’s comments and is looking forward to 

getting the project going. 

With no further discussion, motion carried unanimously.  All in favor 3:0 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
No comments were made. 

COMMISSION COMMENTS  
No comments were made. 

ADJOURNMENT  
With no further business to bring before the Board; the meeting was adjourned 8:46 a.m. 
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APPROVED: PORT of KENNEWICK 

BOARD of COMMISSIONERS 

Skip Novakovich, President 

Kenneth Hohenberg, Vice President 

Thomas Moak, Secretary 
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PORT OF KENNEWICK 
 

RESOLUTION 2023-01 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE  

PORT OF KENNEWICK APPROVING AN INTER-LOCAL (DISBURSEMENT) 

AGREEMENT WITH BENTON COUNTY RELATED TO RURAL COUNTY CAPITAL 

FUNDS FOR THE VISTA FIELD SOUTHERN GATEWAY TRANSFORMATION PROJECT 

 

WHEREAS, the Commission directed staff to seek Rural County Capital Funding to help 

make additional Vista Field improvements specifically to renovate/reuse two former Vista Field 

Hangars; and 

 

WHEREAS, on August 9, 2022, the Port Commission authorized port staff to submit an 

application for such project; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Benton County Rural County Capital Funds grant committee is 

recommending that the County fully fund the request; and   

 

WHEREAS, this collaboration serves the public interest by leveraging funds for significant 

economic benefit; and 

 

WHEREAS, the attached disbursement agreement has been reviewed by Port legal counsel. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of the Port of 

Kennewick hereby adopts the attached Disbursement Agreement between the Port of Kennewick and 

Benton County related to Rural County Capital Funds for the Vista Field Southern Gateway 

Transformation Project; authorizes the Port’s Chief Executive Officer to execute the agreement and 

instructs the CEO to take all action necessary to implement such agreement. 

 

ADOPTED by the Board of Commissioners of the Port of Kennewick this 31st day of January, 

2023. 

 

 PORT OF KENNEWICK 

 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

By:   

_____________________________ 

 

  SKIP NOVAKOVICH, President 

 

 By:   

_____________________________ 

 

KENNETH HOHENBERG, Vice President 

 

 By: 

_____________________________ 

  

THOMAS MOAK, Secretary  
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